THEY MAY DO IT WITH JOY, AND NOT WITH GRIEF; 
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CHILDREN, 


THE MINISTERIAL OFFICE. 


SBEY THEM THAT HAVE THE RULE OVER YOU, AND 
SUBMULT YOURSELVES; FOR THEY WATCH FOR YOUR 
$0ULS, AS THEY THAT MUST GIVE ACCOUNT, THAT 


FOR THAT 15 UNPROFITABLE FOR YOU, HEB, iii. 17. 
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SCHOOL ROOM, FALKNER-<STREET, ST. JAMES'S, 


MY DEAR YOUNG FRIENDS, 


EVERAL of your late Companions are fafely 
arrived in heaven. And you are following them 
in the paths of piety. Many of you enjoy a ſenſe of 
the divine preſence, and rejoice in hope of the glory 
, of God. | 


But are not ſome of you till ignorant of God, of 
the ſtate of your ſouls, and of what you “ muſt 
« do to be ſaved?” Permit me to inquire; Do you 
remember the words of the Church Catechiſm? Have 
you a proper underſtanding of the Covenant, the 
Creed, the Commandments, the Prayer, and the 
Sacraments, of which it treats? If you cannot anfwer 
in the affirmative, is it not a fad reproach to you ? 
And yet, knowledge alone is not ſufficient. The end 
of divine inſtruction is ſelf-application. Have you 
then willingly, and in the preſence of God, agreed to 
your baptiſmal Covenant? Is your Faith a living 
operative principle from God, producing chriſtian 
Obedience, and all the fruits of a. holy converſation? 
Is your Prayer from the heart? Do you aſk for 
| ſpiritual bleſſings in the name of Jeſus Chriſt; with the 
$* fame true and earneſt deſire that a perſon. ready to 


ro THE YOUNG PEOPLE WHO ASSEMBLE IN. THE © 
| 


years of diſcretion, is your Covenant in Baptiſin con- | 
firmed? Is the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper preciaus i 33 
in | 


periſh would aſk for bread? And, if you are come to | : | 
| 


$%s , 
in your eyes; as the memorial of the Sacrifice of the 
Death of Chriſt? as the Token and Seal of God's 
mercies to you? and as the means of ſtrengthening 
your faith, hope, and love? 


Neceſſary it is that you carefully examine your- 
ſelves. If you experience not theſe things, your 
minds are the more ſuſceptible of error. This is 
the age of Licentiouſneſs, Socinianiſm, Deiſm, and 
Infidelity. Falſe teachers ariſe, and deceive many, 
Among thoſe who are not averſe to all religious 
worſhip are found the emiffaries of fatan, who ftrive 
to pervert the right ways of the Lord, and to lead 
you into ſchiſm. Be therefore upon your guard. 
Reſt not till Chriſt be formed in your hearts the hope 
of glory. Then, ſhould the period of trial commence, 
you will imitate the pious zeal of thoſe worthies, who 
refuſed to worſhip with heretical Teachers, though 
beaten with Rods to force them to it, © Repeat your 
blows, kill us,“ continued to cry out thoſe children of 
eight or ten years of age, we will not change our 


Religion.” See Barruel's Hiſt. of the Clergy. p. 1c8. 


The following Queſtions are propoſed and anſwered, 
to aſſiſt you in repelling the unjuſt attacks of thoſe 
who ignorantly deſpiſe the Hierarchy of our excellent 
Church. The more you compare them with the 
facred Scriptures, and the Writings of the Fathers of 
the firſt Centuries, the more fully perſuaded you will 
be that the Church of England is apoſtolical. 


MANCUESTER, 08 
11795. | C. BAYLEY. 


— 


THE MINISTERIAL OFFICE. 


| 1. Is Church Government of divine Inſtitution? 


(i) Yes; The Catholick or univerſal Church 
is governed by Chriſt himſelf;* and acknow- 
ledged by all Chriſtians in their Baptiſm. +» 

(2) Particular Churches, governed by their 
Biſhops or Paſtors under Jeſus Chriſt, are parts + 
of the univerſal Church, as a Troop is of an 
Army, or a City of a Kingdom. | 


* 
= Ee — ¶ — — — 


2. What were tlie Apoſtles before they received 
any Commiſſion ? | 

They were only Catechumens, diſciples, or 
ſcholars in the School of Chriſt; by which we 
are taught that men ſhould be content to be 
4 meek and humble learners, before they preſume 


to enter into Holy Orders. 11 
23. Whom 
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* Eph. i. 22, 23. v. 25. iv. 5, 6, 11—16. Heb. xii. 22, 23- 1 
+ Eph. iv. 16. Acts xiv. 23. 1 Cor. iv. 1, 2. xi. 23. Gal. L 4. | 4 | 
1 Theſſ. v. 12, 13, 1 Tim. v. 17, Heb. ii. 4. 1 Pet. i. 2. | | | 
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3. Whom did the Apoſtles ſucceed in their 


Commiſton ? 


Our bleſſed Saviour himſelf, who juſt before 
his aſcenſion into heaven, that he might render 
the Miniſtry compleat, conſecrated them to the 
Office of Biſhops, which he was then about to 
leave to his Succeſſors. | 


4. How many Commiſſions did Jeſus Chriſt, the 
great High Prieſt * and Biſhop + of his Church, 
give to his Apoſtles? - 

The holy Scriptures mention three. 

5. What was the firſt Commiſhon ? 


And Jeſus goeth up into a mountain, and 
calleth unto him whom he would: and they 
came unto-him. And he ordained Twelve, that 
they ſhould be with him, and that he might ſend 
them forth to preach, and to have power to heal 
ſickneſſes, and to caſt out devils.” Mark iii. 13, 


14, 15 


6. What was our Lord's ſecond Commiſſion ? 
And he called unto him the Twelve, and 
began to fend them forth by two and two, and 


gave them power over unclean ſpirits, and com- 


manded them that they ſhould take nothing for 
their journey, ſave a ſtaff only; no ſcrip, no 


bread, no money in their purſe; but be ſhod 


| with 
4 Heb. iv. 14. T1 Pet. ii. 25. 


. 


CN 79 
with ſandals; and not put on two coats. c. 
Mark vi. 7—11. 


7. After the Twelve had received their | ſecond 
Commithon, by whom were they ſucceeded i in 
their firſt? ih | 


By the Seventy, whom our Lord ondaicied to 
the Office of Deacons. After theſe things, the 
Lord appointed. other Seventy. alſo, and ſent 
them two and two before his face into every 


city and place, wither he himſelf would come.“ 
Luke x. 1, 


8. Where da you 1 i find, our Lord's third Com: 
miſſion? 


In Matt. xxviit. 18—20. “And Jeſus came, 
and ſpake- unto them, ſaying, all power 1s given 
unto me in heaven and in earth: go ye there- 
fore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghoſt: teaching them to obſerve all 
things whatſoever I have commanded you: : and 
lo, I am with you e even unto the end * 
the world. Amen.“ 


9. What do you learn from this cond of 
our Saviour? 


That he did not affect new things, but followed 
the Order, which his heavenly Father had eſtab- 
| ' liſhed, 
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liſhed, in the Levitical Priefthood ; of which the 
High Prieſt, the Prieſts, and the Levites were the 
type, the Evangelical Prieſthood the antitype. 


10. What is the Order of the Evangelical 
Prieſthood? | 
It is three * diſtinct Offices; viz. thoſe of 
Biſhops, F Prieſts, f and Deacons; $ which are 
to continue to the end of tune. || 
17. What is the Office of a Deacon? 

The Office of a Deacon+ is, to affift the 
Prieſt in divine Service, to help him in the diſtri 
bution” of the Lord's Supper, © to inſtruct the 
youth in the Catechiſm, and to admit Members 
into the Church by Baptiſm. © 
12. What is the Office of a Prieſt ? 


| The Office. of a Prieſt u is to adminiſter the 
Sacraments of Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, 4 
+00 


* In ſome inſtances, for ſome time at the beginning, 
Church-governors were only of two ranks, Preſbyters or 
Prieſts and Deacon, under the Apoſtles. This ſeems to 
have been the caſe of Philippi. Philip. i. 1. And of Epheſus. 
Acts xx. 28. The term Biſhop was confounded with that 


-of Preſbyter, | 274 | 
| + Phil. i 1. 1 Tim. iii. r, 2. 
+ Frequently called Elders or Preſbyters. Tit. i. 5. 


91 Tim. iii. 10, 12. Matt. XXVIII. 19, 20, 
* Tim. iii. xo, 13. O Acts vi. 3, 4, 6. D Acts viii. 3%, 
Acts viii. 38. m Tim iv. 17. 


1 Luke xxiv. 19. 1 Cor. xi. 25, 26. 


$8. 8, 


to preach and inſtru@ the people, “ and to aflift 
the Biſhop in his Office when required.+ 


13. What is the Office of a Biſhop? | | 
The Office of a Biſhop is to preſide over the 


Church, f to confirm its Members, and to ordain 
Miniſters in it. | 


14. May a Layman who knows the Goſpel 
preach it without Ordination? | 
( ) Every chriſtian in his private capacity is 
bound to inſtruct his own family, according to 
the ability and opportunity which God gives 
him. Heb. iii. 13. x. 25. 
(i) But without Ordination no one may take 


upon himſelf the public function of a Miniſter, 
as that of Preaching, © 


. 15. May a Layman adminiſter the Sacrament 
of Baptiſm ? | 


God hath not given to any unordained per- 
ſon, either „) Command to oblige him to do it; or 
(2) Commiſſion to authorize. him; or G) Promiſe 

| to 


* 1 Tim. v. 17. + 1 Pet. v. I. 2: 
} Acts i. 20. 1 Theſſ. v. 12. Heb. xiii. 12. 
Acts iii. 14, 17. Heb. vi. 2. 
[| 1 Tim. v. 21, 22. 2 Tim. i. 6. Tit., i 5, 7. 
Matt. xxvili. 18, 19, 20. 1 Tim. v. 22. 2 Tim. ii. 2. 


iii. 6, 7. Tit. i. 5, 6. Rom, i. 1. Acts. xiii. 2. Heb. iv. 6, 10. 


— 8 — . —— ˙— — — 


| ( 10 ) 

to bleſs and accept him in it. But he hath ex- 
preſsly made it a part of the miniſterial Office 
by Commiſhon. Matt. xxviii. 19, 20. 


16. May a Deacon conſecrate the Elements of 
the Lord's Supper? 


The Lord's Supper ſucceeded in the room 
of Sacrifices under the Law; and as none, be- 
ſides the High Prieſt and the inferior Prieſts; were 
permitted to offer Sactifices under the Jewiſh 
diſpenſation, fo the Lord's Supper is conſecrated 
by none but Biſhops and Prelbyters, who alone 
are Prieſts in the chriſtian ſenſe of that name: 
No man taketh this honour to himſelf, but he 
that is called of God, as was Aaron.” Heb. v. 4. 
15. If a perſon be called of God, is it need- 
ful for him to be ordained by a Biſhop? | 
To the Apoſtles « the Holy Ghoſt ſaid, ſepa- 
rate me Barnabas and Saul for the work where- 
unto I have called them. And when they had 
faſted and prayed, and laid their hands on them 
they ſent. them away.” Acts xiii. 2, 3. 
18. Has any perſon beſides a Biſhop the Right 
to ordain Minifters? 
The power to ordain was left in the hands of 
the Biſhops* only. Then ſaid Jeſus unto 
| | them 


* Even a Prieſt in the Church of England never receives 
autllority to ordain, till he is conſecrated a Biſhop, 


Help 
them again, peace be unto you, as my Father 
hath ſent me, even ſo I ſend you.” John xx. 21. 


Tit. i. 5 


19. 1 not Biſhops and Elders of the ſame 
Office, ſince both are called by the ſame Name? 


The term Overſeer or Biſhop, | is appropriated 
to various Offices. When the Elders* of Ephe- 
ſus were called Overſeers or Biſhops,+ i it could 
not be underſtood that they were Biſhops e over 
the Clergy; but only Overſeers of the F lock. 
Had they been Biſhops, or Prelates f in the full 
ſenſe of the term, there had been no neceſſity 
for St. Paul to have ordained Timothy t to he 
their Biſhop; vet before the Apoſtle left theme 

' he 


TY k 
by * * . : % 


1] Jefus Chriſt is "the Biſhop of Souls. 1 Pet. iii. 2 5 The 
Apoſtle: had each a Bifhoprick.” Acts i: 20. St. John was 
Biſhop over the Angels of the Seven Churches in Afia. 
Rev. i. 4. And the Angels were Biſhops of the Seven 
Churches. Rev. ij. 1. prelates are Biſhops over the Clergy. 
1 Tim. i. 3. Tit. i. 5, Eleazar and Jehotadah were Biſhvps 
over the Prieſts. and Levites. Num. iii. 32. The Elders of 
Epheſus were Biſhops over their flocks. Acts xx. 28. God 
is Biſhop over all tlie World. Kings are Biſhops over the 
affairs in their Kingdoms. And. Civil Magiſtrates are Biſhops 
in ſecular matters, So that the identity of name cannot 
aſcertain the identity of Office, . _ 


„ — 


* Elder, i. e. Preſbyter, from Ipeo us an old man; it is 
applie i to a perſon in Holy Orders whether Biſhop, Prieſt, 
or Deacon; it comprehends any eccleſiaſtical Officer ; but 
moſt commonly it is now appropriated to a Pr.eſt, 


+ Acts xx. 28. 


= . f * + . 
$ I Tim, iii, 15. 2 Tim. ii. 2, 1 Tim. i. 21. v. 19. 
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he ordained him to have authority over both the 
Clergy and Laity in the Province or Dioceſe of 
Epheſus. $ And afterwards wrote directions for 
him in two Epiſtles, how to conduct himſelf in 
that Office. 


20. Was the Authority of Biſhops ever diſ- 
puted ? 


No; till nearly fifteen hundred years after 
Chriſt; except by one Aexius and his followers 
who were condemned as heretics, | 


21. May a Biſhop preſide over more than one 
City? 

St. Paul had the care of all the Churches 
which he had planted.* Timothy was ordained 
the Biſhop of the Ephefians.+ And Titus was 
ordained the firſt Biſhop of Crete,f in which 


were an hundred Cities. & 
, 22. What 


$ 1 Tim, 3-97. Euſeh. H. Eccl. I. 3. c. 4. p. 73. Conc. 
Chalced. Act xi. Tom. 4. col. 609. col. 451. 
ſl Epiphanius, at the latter end of the fourth Century, 
tells us that“ the Aerians were the moſt brain-ſick heretics 
that ever were; for they held that Biſhops and Prieſts were 
all one; that Preſbyters might ordain Preſhyters, &c. Epi- 
phanius adv, Aerium. 
* 2 Cor. xi. 28. viii. 5. Acts xv. 36. 
+ See at the end of the 2 Ep. to Timothy 
4+ See at the end of the Ep. to Titus, 
Hom. II. ii. 649. 
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2, What:does our. Saviour DG intruders i ings 
by | Chet) fODSPI 
Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, he Wo het 
tereth not by the door into the lheepfold, but 


climbeth up ſome other way, the _ is a UT 
and a robber.“ John x. 1. 


417 God ever manifeſted his diſpleaſure 
againſt thoſe who have arrogantly aſſumed the 
Office of the Prieſthood: | 


We have many nnd. in he Old Teſta- 


ment, and St. Jude mentions one of them. v. 14. 


Jereboam's fin and puniſhment are written in 
1 Kings xiii. VUzziah's fin and puniſhment, 
2 Chron. xxvi. But the moſt remarkable i is the 
Schiſm of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, N um. 
xvi. ver. 10. * And ſeek ye the Prieſthood alſo? ; 
11. For which cauſe both thou and all thy com- 
pany are gathered together againſt the Lord. 
31. And it came to paſs as he had made an end 
of ſpeaking all theſe words, that the ground 
clave afunder that was under them: 32. And 
the earth opened her mouth, and ſwallowed 
them up, and their houſes and all the men that 
appertained wito Korah and all their goods. 33. 
They, and all that appertained to them went 
down alive into the pit, and the earth cloſed 


B . upon 


( 14 ) 
upon them: and they periſhed from _ the 
congregation.” 


24. Does Gad alway puniſh in the act of fin, 
or immediately after it is committed? 


The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly 
out of temptation, and to reſerve the unjuſt 
unto the day of judgment, to be puniſhed.” 
2 Pet. ii. . 

25. Is it the will of Jeſus Chriſt that his Miniſ- 
ters ſhould be ſupported by his Churches? 


The Apoſtle ſays, Do ye not know that they 
which miniſter about holy things, live of the 
things of the temple? And they that wait at the 
altar are partakers of the altar; even ſo hath the 
Lord ordained, that they which preach the Goſ- 
pel ſhould live of the Goſpel.” 1 Cor. ix. 13, 14. 
x Tim. y. 7, 8. 


ST. CLEMENT, Biſhop of Rome, whom St. Paul 
calls his Fellow-labourer, whoſe name is in 
the book of life,” wrote a practical Epiſtle to 
the Corinthians, on account of what he calls 
„an abominable Schiſm,”” in which are the 

following expreſſions, 


% Care 


—— 


n 


„ 

« Care ought to be had, with regard to thofe 
who miniſter in holy things. For to the Chief 
Prieſt * are his peculiar Offices given: and to 
the Prieſts is their proper place appointed: and 
to the Levites pertain their own Miniſtries. 
And the Layman is bound by what is command- 
ed to Laymen.” 


« The Apoſtles with the greateſt care ordained 
the Rulers of the Church, and delivered a Rule 
of Succeſſion in future, that after their deceaſe 
other approved men might ſucceed. Thoſe then 
who were ordained by them, or in Succeſſion by 
other choice Rulers of the Church, with the ap- 
probation and concurrence of the whole Church, 

and 


* A late author ſays, © We are informed from. the Epiſtle 
of St. Clement to the Corinthians, written ſoon after the 
death of St. Paul, a Writer whoſe works are next in prece- , 
dence to the Canon of Scripture, and probably written by 
inſpiration, that the Church of Corinth was then governed 
by a College of Preſbyters : and from the Epiſtle of Polycarp 
to the Church of Philippi written in the year 116, we alſo, 
find, that the Chriſtian Philippians were then governed 
only by a College of Preſbyters.“ It is ſurpriſing: how 
ſome perſons read. In neither of thoſe Epiſtles is there a word 
about “a College of Preſbyters.” St. Clement mentions 
the High Prieſt, Prieſts, and Levites, in alluſion to the 
ſtanding Orders of the Church in that day; he alſo gives 
directions to the Preſbyters and Deacons, without expreſsly 
naming the Biſhops; hence this author infers that there was 
no ſuch Office among them. But by this mode of reaſon» 
ing he migat prove that there is no God from the Book of | 
Eſther; becauſe that ſacred name is not mentioned in it. / 
However Hyoujtvoss Governors, or Preſidents among Mi- 


niſters, may be found in St, Clem. Ep. G r. 
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and who in a blameleſs conduct have miniftered 
to the flock of Chriſt in humility, who for a 
ſeries of years have been well reported of by all 
men, theſe we think it unrighteous to deprive of 
the Miniſtry.—O ! tell it not on chriſtian ground, 
that the ancient and flouriſhing-Church of Co- 
rinth has fallen out with her Prieſts, from a weak 
partiality for one or two perſons. This ramour 
hath not only reached us Chriftians, but is ſpread 
among Infidels, fo that the name of, God is blaſ- 
phemed through your folly, and your own ſpi- 
ritual health is endangered indeed.“ 


% Your ſchiſm has perverted many, has diſ- 
couraged many: it has cauſed diffidence in many, 
and grief in us all. And yet your ſedition con- 
tinues ſtill.” | Eu IRS e 


Do ye therefore, who laid the firſt foundation 
of this ſedition, ſubmit yourſelves unto your 
Prieſts; and be inſtructed unto repentance, bend- 
ing the knees of your hearts. Learn to be ſub- 
ject, laying aſide all proud and arrogant boaſting 


of your tongues. For it is better for you to be 
found little, and approved, in the Sheepfold of 


Chriſt, than to ſeem to yourſelves better than 
others, and be caſt out of his fold.“ 


PoLYCARP 


_ - D—_ — 


| 
| 


En, { 

PoLYCARP while young was a diſciple of 8. John, 

Io] and by him made Bithop of Smyrna, A. p. 82. 

1 He was the Angel to whom St. John wrote 

with great commendation, in the beginning 

of the Revelation. His genuine Writingsare 

only one Epiſtle to the Philippians: and 

though it is but ſhort, he does not forget the 
Preſbyters and Deacous. 


————— 


„Knowing that © God is not mocked,” we 
ought to walk worthy of his command, and his 
glory. Let the Deacons be blameleſs in his 
| fight, as the Miniſters of God in Chriſt, and 
not of men.“ 


Let the Prieſts be compaſſionate and merci- 
ful towards all; bringing back ſuch as are gone 
aſtray ; viſiting all that are weak ; not negleQing 
the widows, the fatherleſs, and the poor.“ 


4 Ic6NATIUs was Biſhop of Antioch about the 
year 70. He wasa man in all things like the 
Apoſtles, and martyred for the faith of Jeſus 
Chriſt. He wrote feven Epiſtles which are 
preſerved. In his Epiſtle to the Magneſians 
he has theſe ſtrong expreſſions. 


Seeing 


| 
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1 Seeing then I have been judged worthy to ſee 
vou, by Demas, your moſt excellent Biſhop; and 
by your Preſbyters Baſſus and Apollonius; and 
my fellow ſervant Si the Deacon; in whom 
] rejoice, I determined to write to you.“ 


« J exhort you that ye ſtudy to do all things in 


concord: your Biſhop preſiding in the place of 


God; your Preſbyters in the council of the 
Apoſtles; and your Deacons, moſt dear to me, 


being intruſted with the Miniſtry of Jeſus Chriſt; 


who was with the Father before all ages, and 
appeared in the end of the world to us.“ 


In his Epiſtle to the Smyrnaeans he writes: 


_ * See that vou all follow your Biſhop, as Jeſus 
Chritt, the Father: and the Preſbytery, as the 
Apoſtles. And reverence. the Deacons, as the 
command of God.” 


„ ſalute your very -worthy Biſhop, and your 
venerable Preſbytery; and your. Deacons, my 
fellow-ſervants ; and all of you in general, and 
every one in particular, in the name of Jeſus 


Chriſt, and in his fleſh and blood: in his paſſion 


and reſurrection both fleſhly and ſpiritually ; 
and in the unity of God with you. Grace be 


with you, and mercy, and peace, and patierſce, 


for evermore.“ 
An 


a © 6 — — — 
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An Extract from the Martyrdom of Sr. 
IGNATIVUS, called THEOPHORUS. 


RAJAN, while at Antioch, pronounced 

this ſentence ; “ Foraſmuch as Ignatius has 
confefled that he carries about. within himſelf 
Him that was crucified, we command that he 
be carried bound by foldiers to. the great Rome, 
there to be thrown to the beaſts, for the enter- 
tainment of the people.” | 


When the holy Martyr heard this ſentence 
he cried out with joy, „I thank thee, O Lon, 
that thou haſt vouchſafed to honour. me with a. 
perfect love towards thee; and haſt made me to 
be put in iron bonds with thy Apoſtle Paul.“ 
Having ſaid this, he with joy put his bonds 
about him: and having: firſt prayed for the 
Church, and commended it with tears unto. the 
Lokp; he was hurried away, like a choice ram, | 
the leader of a good flock, by the brutiſh ſoldiers, 
in order to his being carried to Rome, there to 


be devoured by the blood- thirſty beaſts. = 
Wherefore with much ace and joy, out 

of his deſire to ſuffer, he left Antioch, and came 

to Selucia; from whence he was to fail. And 


aftet᷑ a great deal of toil, being come to Smyrna, 


he left the ſhip with great gladneſs, and haſtened 


to fee the holy PoLycare his fellow-ſcholar, 
who 


( 20 ) 
who was Biſhop there: for they had both of 
them been formerly the diſciples of St. JohN. 


Being brought to him, he intreated firſt the 
whole Church; (for the Churches of Afia at- 
tended this holy man by their Biſhops and Prieſts, 
and Deacons, if by any means they might re- 
ceive ſome part of his ſpiritual gift:) but more 
particularly PoL VAR, to contend with God 
in his behalf; that being ſuddenly taken by the 
beaſts from the world, he might appear before 
the face of CHRIST. 7 


Sailing from Smyrna he came to Troas: from 
whence, being brought to Neapolis, he paſſed 
by Philippi through Macedonia, and that part 
of Epirus which is next to Epidamnus; having 
found a ſhip in one of the ſea-ports, he ſailed 
over the Adriatic fea; and paſſing by ſeveral 
iſlands and cities, at length ſaw Puteoli, and 
failed into the Roman port. 


Being ſoon carried away from tlie port ſo call- 
ed, we met the Brethren; who were full of fear 
and joy: for they rejoiced that God had vouch- 
ſafed them the company of Theophorus; but 
were afraid, when they conſidered, that ſuch 
an one was brought thither to die. Now ſome 


of theſe he commanded to hold their peace, 
who 


„ 
wlio were the moſt zealous for his ſafety, and faid : 
That they would appeaſe the people, that 
they ſhould not defire the deſtruction of the 
juſt:“ who preſently knowing this by the Spirit, 
and ſaluting all of them, defired them that they 
would ſhew a true love to him; and perſuading 
them not to envy him who was haſtening unto 
the Lok D. And fo, all the brethren. kneeling 
down, he prayed to the Son of God in behalf of 
the Churches; that he would put a ſtop to the 


perſecution, and continue the love of the bre- 


thren towards each other; which heing done, he 
was with all haſte led into the Amphi-theatre,. 
and ſpeedily according to the command of Cæſar 


before given, thrown in, the endiof the ſpecta- 


cles being at hand. Thus was he delivered to 


the cruel beaſts, that ſo the defire, of the holy; 


Martyr might be accompliſhed; namely, That: 
he might not be burdenſome. to any of the bre- 
thren, by the gathering of his relics, but might 
be wholly devoured by them; for only the 
greater and harder of his bones remained, which 
were carried to Antioch. 


Thus this valiant Martyr of Chriſt trod under 
foot the devil, and perfected the courſe he had 
deſired, in Chriſt Jeſus our Loxp; by whom, 
and with whom, all glory and power be to the 
Father, with the bleſſed Spirit, for ever and ever. 
Amen! 


. 
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OBSERVABLE DAYS OF THE CHURCH. 


DVENT is a time appointed by the Church, 
| as a preparation for the approaching feaſt of the 
nativity of -our bleſſed Saviour, 


_ CanISTMAS is a feſtival celebrated on the 25th day 
of December, in commemoration of the birth of Chriſt. 


Taz Cincuncrsston oF CurisT is a feaſt cele- 
brated on the firſt day of January, in commemoration 
of Chriſt's incorporation into the Jewiſh Church, by 
the bloody riteof circumciſion. 

 EpIPHANY is a feaſt celebrated the twelfth day after 
Chriſtmas, or our Saviour's nativitv, wherein he was 
manifeſted to the gentiles, by the appearance of a mi- 
raculous blazing ſtar, conducting the wiſe men to the 
place of his abode. 


 SEPTUAGESIMA is the third Sunday before lent; ſo 
called hecauſe it was about ſeventy days before Eaſter. 


SEXAGESIMA is the ſecond Sunday before Lent; ſo 
called as being about the ſixtieth day before Eaſter. 


QuinxquaGesIMA is the next Sunday before Lent; 
fo called from its being about the fiftieth day before 
Eaſter. | 


Asu-wEDNES DAR 


| (23) 

As#u-wWEDNESDAY is the firſt day of Lent; fo call. 
ed from a cuſtom of the ancient church of faſting in 
ſackcloth, with aſhes upon their heads in token of 
humiliation, 


Lr is a time of faſting and abſtinence for forty days 
before Eaſter, in memory of our Saviour's miraculous 


faſting forty days and forty nights, in the wilderneſs, 


Tar Four EMBER-WEEKS are faſts, like thoſe of 
the Jews at the four ſeaſons, Zech. viii. 19, Theſe 


ſeaſons are appointed for the ordination of Prieſts and 


Deacons. Acts xiii, 3, The firſt begins upon Wed- 
neſday next after Aſh-Wedneſday; the ſecond upon 
Wedneſday next after Whitſunday ;' the third upon 


Wedneſday next after Sept. 14. The laſt Ember 


week begins upon Wedneſday next after Dec. 13. The 
days of the week are Wedneſday on which Chriſt was 
betrayed by Judas; Friday on which he was crucifed; 
and Saturday on which he lay in the grave, 


Goop FRIDAY is the day of our Saviour's ſufferings 
on the croſs, when he was crucified between two 
thieves, for us men, and for onr ſalvation, 


ESTER is a ſolemn feſtival, appointed in commemo- 
ration of Chriſt's reſurrection from the dead, the third 
day after his crucifixion, 


As cENSION Day is a feſtival of the Church, in 
commemoration of that miraculous elevation of our 
Saviour, 


«a 
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Saviour, when he aſcended up to heaven in the fight of 
his Apoſtles, forty days after his reſurrection. 


WxrrTt-s8UNDAY is a ſolemn feſtival, inſtituted to 
commemorate the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon the 
Apoſtles, in the ſhape of fiery tongues. It was call- 
ed Whit-Sunday from the admiſſion of the Catechu- 
mens, cloathed in white robes, to the ſacrament of 
baptiſm, on the eve of this feſtival, It anſwers to the 


Pentecoft of the Jews. 


TxinitY SUNDAY. is the firſt Sabbath after Whit- 
Sunday, ſacred to the ever bleſſed 1 0 Father, 1 
and Holy Ghoſt. 


The religious intention of the Church, in the e holy 


abſtivarion of the Apoſtles, and other Saint Days is 
that they might ſtand as ſacred memorials of God's 


mercy, as forcible witneſſes of his ancient truth, as 
confirmations of the faith which we now profeſs to be 
the ſame as theirs then was, as excitements to the piety 
which they. practiſed, and as everlaſting records, to 
ſhew whoſe bleſſed ſervants they were on earth, and 
now are like the angels of God in Heaven, 
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TO THE PERSONAL REFLECTIONS IN A PAMPHLET 
\ LATELY PUBLISHED. f 


T a thine, like the reſent, when the emiſſaries 
of deiſm, infidelity, and error, are diſſeminating 
their deſtructive doctrines, and laying every ſnare to 
entrap and delude the ignorant and unwary, it is in- 
cumbent upon the Miniſters of God to ſtep forward; 
by public exhortations, and with their pens, to ad- 
miniſter an antidote againſt the poiſon, and to counters | 
act its direful effects. 274 


Such attempts, together with the ordinary duties of 
my ſtation, and a ſincere deſire for the ſpiritual welfare 
of immortal ſouls, demand my conſtant attention, and 
render my time more profitably employed than it could 

be in attending to the controverſial cavillings of a party. 

- I ſhould however be deemed wanting in due reſpect 

| to my Congregation, did I not endeavour to reſcue 
myſelf from the unjuſt imputations brought forward 7 

in a Pamphlet, under the ſpecious title of, © Primitive 

« Goſpel Miniſtry: or the Queſtions of a Reverend 

% Doctor, relative to that ſubject, which the author 

himſelf calls,“ need. 4 
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( 26 * 
He begins his Preface by wiſhing I © had given 
& the whole, inſtead of a mutilated part of a book, 


« entitled, a Companion for the Feſtivals and Faſts of 


« the Church of England, by Robert Nelſon.” I 
here doubt the ſincerity of his deſire; for if, with ſuch 
acrimony, he attacks what he calls * a mutilated part,” 
J fear whether the whole would have ſhared a better 
fate, How near a reſemblance my publication bears 
to Mr. Nelſon's works I cannot tell, as I never had 
the pleaſure of reading them. 


He proceeds, unlovked for, with a panegyric on 
my © moral conduct and character,” which, he ſays, 
*-will not permit him to attribute my publication to 
© any malevolent intention;” I with I could repay 


the obligation he has laid me under, by retorting his 
Panegyric upon himſelf. But, he thinks my “ motives 


«were not pure.” How to reconcile this I know 


not. In one line, he has the candour to free me from 


any “ malevolent intention;” and in the next, as 
though he had ſaid too much, he accuſes me by ſaying, 
my „ motives were not pure!” The motives of a 
man's conduct lie within his own breaſt, till they are 
made known by external ſigns. Mine are expreſſed 
in my addreſs to the Younc PeoPLE. And thoſe 
which animated my opponent to publiſh his pamphlet, 
are diſplayed in his frequent attempts to tarniſh my 


reputation, and to hinder the ſucceſs of my Miniſtry. 
It 


* 
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It is not for me to determine by what means he 
has ingeniouſly found out * that it is levelled againſt 
e the Methodiſts; towards whom,” he ſays, I have 
e evinced a narrow and bigoted ſpirit, and towards 
« whom I ought to have been influenced by a prin- 


4 ciple of gratitude, for the many obligations I have 


& received from them.” Theſe allegations are ſo wide 
and indefinite, that I candidly acknowledge my in- 
ability of comprehending to what he refers. I did 
not particularly direct my Pamphlet againſt them. Nor 
is there a ſentence in it that militates againſt any one of 
the xxxix Articles of Religion, to which the Metho- 
diſts have frequently appealed. And I am not conſci- 
ous of having at any time evinced a narrow or bigoted 
ſpirit towards them, or any other ſect or party whatever. 
Truth may be defended with zeal without bigotry, 
and with firmneſs without obſtinacy. Had the Writer 
produced facts in the place of aſſertions, and ſubſtituted 
proofs, ſtating how or in what manner I had been 
guilty of the charges he has brought againſt me, I could 
either have ſubmitted to them, or have defended myſelf 
againſt his accuſations. But he proceeds to a com- 
pariſon, and holds up a mirror, which, thoſe who are 
acquainted with the circumſtances to which he alludes 
will eaſily perceive, has fully defeated his purpoſe, and 
recoiled upon itſelf. 


He ſeems to lament that, there is not a commen- 

« tary on intruders into the Church;” and then goes 
on in his former ſtrain of inſinuation, by obſerving, 
there 
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&« there are ſome people at a loſs to know how he got 
« jn; but this does not ſignify, he knows how he got 


& in, and' ſo do the Archdeacon who examined him, 


«and the Biſhop who ordained him.” Does he hereby 
mean to inſinuate, into the minds of his readers, that 
I never received a regular Ordination? or that it was 
obtained by ſome unfair, illegal, or unproper means? 
If he does, I am willing to rectify his error, by in- 
forming him, I do not conſider myſelf an intruder, 
and that T have received a regular Ordination, in a 
fair, upright, and legal manner. But ſuppoſe T were 
to retaliate for a moment, in the ſtrain of my opponent, 
and obſerve, he knows how he got into the ſociety 
« to which he belongs, and fo does the perſon who 
« admitted him, &c.” could I hope for any indulgence 
from the unprejudiced and candid, by impoſing upon 
them inſinuations for facts, and endeavouring to warp 
their judgments by aſſertions and mĩſrepreſentations, in- 


ſtead of convincing them by argumentation and truth? 


He then, in a ſeemingly authoritative and exulting 
tone, as if already ſure of the force of his weighty 
arguments, and triumphing in his victory, ſays, 
„However I would ſubmit the following Queſtions 
c to the Dr; but I wot he would not anſwer them“ 
By which I preſume he means, he #nows or he is 


eware that I ſhall not. How he could tell, I cannot 


conceive, except he were ſenſible that I have hitherto 
borne numerous reproaches and falſe accuſations 
2 without 


* 


( 29 ) 
without complaining or attempting to defend myfelf; 
and hence concluded, that he might take the liberty 
of detracting from my character without fear of being 
called to an account for it; or unleſs he began to feel 
his ſuperionity, as he ſuppoſes, in his unanſwerable, 
or rather paradoxical queſtions. 


He enquires, «Where was he educated?” I anſwer; ; 

not where he infinuates or ſuppoſes I was. It was at 
Whitchurch, in Shropſhire, I received the early part 
of my education; and where I was inſtructed in Arith- 
metic.and the various Branches of the Mathematics. 
Under the tuition of two worthy Members of the 
Church of England, the Rev. Mr. Edwards of Ight- 
field, and the Rev. T. Hatton, A. M. of Waters- 
Upton in the ſame County, I acquired the knowledge 
of the Latin and Greek Languages; and from a learn- 
ed Jewiſh Rabbi that of the Hebrew. The Maſter 
of the Free School in Whitchurch dying, I was then, 
though only at the age of ſeventeen, unanimouſly 
elected in his place, which I held for ſome years. 
I ſhould have been, leſs prolix here, if my opponent 
had laid leſs ſtreſs upon this part of his interrogations. 


He then aſks, had it not been for the Methodiſts 
« would the foundation ſtone of St. James's Church 
% have been yet laid?” I anſwer. in. the affirmative. 
Soon after my coming to Mancheſter, which was in 
the year 1783, I formed a deſign in my own mind, 
to build a Church ; which was founded upon the idea 
N C 2 | of 


Ca 2 
of the great increaſe of population ſince the laſt 
building of that kind was erected. I communicated: 
my thoughts upon this ſubje& to ſome of my moſt 
- | ſele and particular Friends, who encoutned me in 
the undertaking, and adviſed me to' . deßgn 
into execution as ſoon as I could make Eonvenient, 
and other concurring circumſtances would allow. 
Ul Several obſtacles were in a little time removed by the 
| advice and aſſiſtance of a late Worthy and Rev. 
Gentleman of this Town; whoſe memory I ſhall 
always hold dear; and ever acknowledge with grate- 
ful effuſions, the many and repeated acts of Friend- 
ſhip I received from him; who bought the Ground 
for me, procured me the Preſentation, and engaged 
to purchaſe the firſt Pews that were ſold in it. Thus 
| encouraged, I laid the foundation ſtone, But it was 
not laid, neither does it ſtand, as the queriſt would 
wiln to inſinuate, upon Collections, Gratuities, or 
| voluntary Contributions. It ſtands upon my own 
private property, and that of the purchaſers of Seats; 
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tous Offering of any individual. If he alludes to that 
party being even a fourth part of the purchaſers of Seats 
in the Church, I could have wiſhed he had been 
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ſuppoſing that were the caſe; had not all and every in- 
; dividual purchaſer a valuable conſideration in return? 

| If they had, does he not lay too much ſtreſs upon the 

| obligation contained in the note of his interrogative? 
| Whoever then were the purchaſers of Seats, of what- 
ever 
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418i | and the value of one Pew is not ſituated upon the gratui- 
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better informed before he had made the alluſion. But 


| 


n 
ever ſect, denomination, or party, gave me pleaſure. 
I received the preference they gave me with heart- felt 
ſatisfaction; not only for the aid it might afford me 
in my undertaking in a temporal view; but likewiſe, 
I conſidered as one or more added to the Flock — 
which 1 was in a ſhort time more immediately to 


preſide, and to whom I hoped, by the blefling of 


God, to point out the way to everlaſting life, accord- 
ing to his holy Word. * 


He aſks, “ did he not preach among the Metho- 
« diſts, before he was ordained by a Biſhop?” This 
Queſtion he may have received from a friend of his, | 
who was aſtoniſhed I ſhould have left off being | 
travelling Preacher. If ſo, and that be his meaning, 
I anſwer, I never was one. But ſuppoſing I had 
been, would it follow, in the view of my opponent, 
that I ſhould have been a worſe man, or a tels uſeful | 
member of ſociety ? | 


In his next queſtion he aſks, * Were not he and” 
« his wife married by the Rev. Mr. W?” What 
his meaning is here I cannot comprehend. Does he 
mean an implication of impeachment againſt the 
ability of that Rev. Gentleman? Or that I was not 
married at all? For the ſolving of this queſtion, I 
refer him to the Regiſter of the Church at Buxton; ;where, 
if he chuſes, he may be informed of the particulars. | 


Proceeding he enquires, * by what 3 


power has he been converted from Methodiſm to 
« the 
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&« the catholic Church, and how came he to continue 


. : 3 od bot, 
«* ſo long in error?” e Hoeren 


0 di Lat ö 8 
He very ingeniouſly ſeems as thouek e are. 
coyered the cauſe: which, if it Bad b dann, 
would have prevented me the rr6ihj28 berlin. 
Does he mean then, that the Meth&&ifts WE arat6( 
themſelves from the Church, and HRO Be broke 
back without a miraculous power? Tf fo, here is 
much reaſon for lamentation. But if their attachment 
to the Church has. been gradually weakened, and their 
conformity become political, they may in future avoid 
the imputation of maintaining an intercourſe with the 
Members of the Eſtabliſhment in order to furniſh 
themſelves with an opportunity of inviting the candid 
and well inclined to go with them to their places of 
worſhip, Or does he mean to infer that error is 
methodiſm, and that it requires a miraculous power 
to be converted from it to the catholic Church ? If he 
does, as he conſiders the catholic Church in no better 
a ſtate, it would be a little paradoxical to ſay, error is 
converted to error. | 


But ſuppoſing a perſon were under thoſe obliga- 


tions mentioned by the Writer; had he been admitted 


into their Society; had he enjoyed'the common privi- 
leges of it; had he been even connected with them 
for a ſeries of years; may he not be allowed to retain 
and keep the ſentiments which he at firſt imbibed, and 
which they profeſſed? - Muſt he veer about with every 


| perſon, and with every party, and with every wind of 


doctrine 
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doctrine? Is it not rather his duty to come out from 
among them? and to be ſeparate from thoſe who have 
ſeparated therpſelves from the Church, of which they 
to _ opgproteſſed themſelves members? 1 


ingot Ine the difference between good and evil, 
| j braced the-tenct> and doctrines of the Catholic 


nd Apen och. I retain them upon the ; 
matureff reflection. Conviction, conſcience, and a 
defire to do good, excited me to-become a Miniſter of 
it. The inculcation of its diſtinguiſhing doctrines 
is a matter of high and indiſpenſible obligation. And, 
I hope, the © miraculous power“ of intereſt, petty 
objections, or any thing elſe which my opponent holds 
forth, will never be able to convert me from them. 


The Univerſity of Cambridge,” continues he; \ 
perhaps, may ſay, that the right door into a Doctor- 
& ſhip is not through Scotland.” p. 18. My opponent, | 
J hope, does not mean to deride the Scripture word; 
Queſt. 22. p. 13. nor to degrade the Colleges in | 
Scotland. But I will paſs over the ambiguity of his | 
phraſe. He might wiſh to be informed that, a Degree | 
in Divinity was - conferred upon me, as an honorary 

| 


reward, or mark of reſpect, for the Hebrew Work 
which I publiſhed, and upon which the Donors 
paſſed high encomiums. Before I was admitted to my 
other Degree in Divinity, I performed all the Exer: 
ciſes, and held all the diſputations, required on ſuch 
an occaſion at CAMBRIDGE „having been many years 
a Member of that UNIVERASIT r. 
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(14) i 
7 This brie Reply to the foregoing; queſtions opo 
dy my opponent, I truſt will have i its 15 — 
the minds of the impartial, who, m * 


caught in the ſnare of his inſuwating . 
have been ready to believe fits un: 2 . 


Let me intreat them to conſider that 2 Pot 


proofs; neither are bold 10 0 1 Toth. 


with a malevolent intention, under, fee veil 
of a nameleſs Preface. By this mode of unfair and 


unmanly implication may not the Veſt characters; in 
Society ſuffer degradation; and the reputation of the 
innocent be materially blemiſhed, from the pen of any 
invidious or deſigning calumniator, without being 
able to detect the fraud, or to receive perſonal ſatis- 
faction? Could I not, if I were ſo diſpoſed, by follow- 
ing his example, injure him in the eyes of the world, 
and tarniſh his reputation, as he has endeavoured to 
do mine? But I diſapprove of the mode, as well as 
the ſpirit of ſuch writings, as being unfair, illiberal, 


and contrary to the precepts of the Goſpel. 


I might appeal to my opponent, by die him; 
if I, as a Miniſter of God, do faithfully diſcharge, to 
the public, the duties of my office to the utmoſt of 
my power; and if my conduct and character are 
moral, as he himſelf has teſtified; of what conſequence 
is it, where I was born? Where I was educated? 
Or whether I have go/. or 100/. per annum, as 
* of the Church? 


r — 2 2 — 


But hy begins to ſuſpect his own ſentiments, and 
apologies Whatever errors * the Dr. may find, 


„n Ee will make the greateſt allowance for, 
por S DAS 7 1.9. & 
{cal ht he writer is a Layman.““ For the errors 
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= Auen wn pmerous errors, I now inſtance only 
e udicious reader, I apprehend, will 
cif; Tele! remainder, - | 
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© (r.) He appeals to the Scriptures, and yet denies the very 
language of them. To my ſecond Queſtion he replies thus 
« While the Apoſtles were with Chriſt, they did not preach, 
« or officiate.” p. 11. Does not this aſſertion contradi the 
words of the Evangeliſt in the anſwers to the 5th and 
6th Queſtions? (ſce p. 6) which affirm that the Apoſtles 
were “ called, ordained, and ſent two and two to preach, 
heal ſick neſſes, & c. St. Mark declares, chap, vi. 12, “they 
went out, and preached that men ſhould repent.” The 
Return from their Miſsion, and alſo their Succeſs in it, are 
related, Matt, xiv. 13, Mark vi. 30. Luke ix. 10. Is not 
this too plain to be miſinterpreted by impartiality, or con- 
tradicted by the clear voice of truth? Upon what then are 
we to found our belief? Upon the rock and the teſt of 
ages? Or upon the biaſed and unſtable opinions of a party? 


(2.) © In the Old Teſtament,” he ſays, © there is neither 
ce the word Biſhop, nor Biſhopric, in any part of it; if 
« there i, let the Dr. give us chapter and verſe.” p. 13. 

As he has, from his quotations, laid ſome claim to the 
Languages, I would wiſh him to obſerve the true tranſla- 
tions; and not, when he cannot bring them to his purpoſe, 
take refnge by accuſing the learned tranſlators of art and 
deſign, and wreſt the words to his own advantage. If he 
allows himſelf in that indulgence, the» whole or any part 
of the Scriptures, which do not ſuit his deſign, he may 
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of miſconſtruction, miſapplication, and too warm a 
party-zeal, I am willing to give him ne che 
latitude he requires; but thoſe” of en, 
malevolence, or pointed and pero 
contradi& without proof, by m_— the Hime ol | 
miſtranſlation; which is a ſhort, but neſtheyFaſt Hor Motel 
ble method of argumentat on. I here refer im to rhe 
Septuagint Bible, where he may find the word Externe 
Biſhopric or Superintendency, in Pſalm cix. ver. 8. And to 
the Vulgate Latin, where he may find Epiſcopatum. 


He acknowledges, (p. 13.) that the Greek word 'ET3gx2T 0; 


Epiſcopos ſhould be tranſlated | Bisyoe; and he ſays 
*ET1oxoTo, Epiſcopoi, in Acts xx. 28. was ( artfully tranſlated 


Ovenstess.” I refer him therefore, to Num. iv. 16. where he 
may fnd ELEAZAR Emioxono; the BIs nor: and in the 


| ſame verſe "ETT%0F1 his Superintendency or Biſhopric. 


And to Num. xxxi. 14. ET10x0T0%59 Brsnors of the hoſts. 


Judges ix. 28. Neh. xi. 9, 14. 2 Chron. xxxiv. 12, 17, &c. 


Having thus, according to his requeſt, given ſame of the 
chapters and verſes, where the word Epiſcopos, or BIsuoOp, 
may be found, I would willingly attribute his poſitive 
allertion, and the miſtakes in his Notes, p. 12. to his having 
overlooked the above, in his examination of the Scriptures. 


(3.) © The Conſecration of the Bread and Wine,“ fays 
he, „is nothing more than a bleſsing aſked, upon what 
„% we are going to receive, which every man has a right 
« todo.” p. 15. 


Did the Methodiſts, formerly, thus degrade the Ordi- 
nance of Jeſus Chriſt? I would gladly hope, the author 


{ 37 

cannot ſo eaſily let go unnoticed ; leſt ſilence ſhould 
be miſognſteped into acquieſcence, and acquieſcence 
into al I would then adviſe him, when he is 


ee, tn for the amuſement of the 
ng D public, 


of ths e 45:n0t a . but an aſſumed, defender of 
than, 18 4 Hbrament of the Lord's Supper nothing but a 
common Mo Was it not inſtituted after Supper, as one 
reaſon to diſtinguiſh it from a common meal? And are we 
to ſuppoſe that every time a man eats bread and drinks wine, 
accompanied by a bleſsing aſked upon the ſame, he partakes 
of the Body and Blood of Chriſt? Is not this taking away 
the foundation ſtone from the expreſs ordinance of Chriſt 
himſelf? who declared it to be an ordinance in Remem- 
brance of him. Luke xxii. 19. A ſhewing forth Chriſt's 
Death tY he come? A Covenant? A feaſt upon a Sacrifice? 
&c. Matt. xxvi. 26-23, x Cor. xi. 26, 27. 1 Cor. xi. 25. 
Heb. xiii, 10. | 


(4) He ſays (p. 75.) that “ Heb. v. 4. has no reference 
cat all to the ſubject propoſed,” in Queſtion 16, p. 10. 
But as he has offered no proof, I refer him to an authority 
* which I hope he will not reject, the words of the late 
3 Rev. J. Weſley, A. M. who underſtood the text in the ſenſe 
I have uſed it, in his Sermon on Heb. v. 4. addreſſed to 
his Preachers. © It does by no means follow, that ye are 
« commilſsioned to baptize, or to adminiſter the Lord's 
«© Supper. Ye never dreamed of this, for ten or twenty 
„% years after ye began to preach. Ye did not then, like 
* Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, ſeek the Prieſthood alſo. Ye 
« knew, No man taketh this honour to himpelf, but he that is 
« called of God, as was Aaron, O contain yourſchves within 
*« your own bounds.” Armin. Mag. june, 1790. 
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public, to ſubſcribe his own" name, to follow the 
common mode of prefacing, and to avoid every 
contumelious expreſſion, which men of diſcernment 
muſt view with contempt. Let him calmly conſider 
the validity of the arguments which he intends to 
oppoſe; and not ſuffer too great a warmth of party- 
zeal to urge him to tranigreſs the bounds of pru · 
dence, moderation, and truth: nor give way to vague, 
ill founded, and malicious reports of what never 
exiſted, as this may ſubject him to be called upon for 
proofs which he may not be able to ſubſtantiate. 
Let him not attempt by queſtions, or inſinuations, 
to bias the minds of his readers againſt his opponent, 
by accuſing him of higotry—inſtability—ingratitude—- 
and intereſtedneſs: thereby intending to leſſen the 
weight of his arguments, in proportion as he means 
to increaſe the force of his own, 


But aſperſing my character is not the whole of his 
deſign. His invectives are alſo directed againſt the 
Church of England, its Clergy, and its Appointments, 
He has procured aſſiſtance from the writings of 
Robinſon, King, Moſheim, &c. He ridicules the 
Forms and Orders of the Church with marked bitter- 
neſs, and with opprobrious language. But does he 
conſider that, by ſuch diſingenuous conduct men are 
brought into uncertainty and perplexity ; and being 
driven from the ſolid rock of Chriſtianity, are toſſed 


about with every breeze of innovation, till they doubt 
of 
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of every. thing ſacred, or drop into the vortex of. 


- recoverable deluſion.“ 


The eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhment of this country 
has wiſely appointed4 in every pariſh in this king- 
dom, a, Sexvice, id which the holy Scriptures are 
read; che, bleſſing: of Creation, Proyidenee,' and Re- 
demption are clearly and fully ſet forth; a dependence 
on God, and our juſt obligations to the Redeemer of 
the world, are therein inculcated; ſanctification by 
the Spirit, and a preparation for eternal glory enforced. 
Had ſuch means of information been with-held, can 
we imagine in what a ſtate of ſuperſtitious idolatry 
we ſhould have been found at this day ? Or into what 
a condition of groſs barbariſm we might now have 
been plunged? If the people had been left. to them- 
ſelves without reſtraint, void of an eſtabliſhed Form, 
is it preſumptuous to ſuppoſe that Religion itſelf 


and the means of its ſupport would have been neglect- 


ed? The incidental abuſe of this noble inſtitution is 
no valid argument againſt its eſtabliſhment. And, if 
the benefits derived from it are ſo great and nu- 
merous, is it not a duty which we owe to our 
children and to poſterity, to transfer the ſame advan- 

tages 


* To change foundations, caſt the frame anew, 
Is work for rebels, who baſe ends purſue ; 
At once divine and human laws controul, 
And mend the parts by ruin of the whole. 
DRYDEN, 


( 4 } 
tages to them which our forefalh&viwiliigly left and 
bequeathed to us. Numerus the Meters of rhe 
Church are, and With the insect poſſeſs, if 
they felt and "indulged that Iplrir tf Cöntenpt and 
acrim oni; Which i too ebnſpicubus in many of the 
Sectaiſts/ might they not render themſelves both 
e eeable and unpleaſant to them? What the effect 
of entruſting the power to their hands would be, I will 
not preſume to predict. But to leſſen the Clergy in 
the opinion of the people, exhibits a ſtriking inſtance 
of depravity and ingratitude. Their mildneſs alone 
entitles them to reſpect from all the Sectaries. This 
feature in the character of the Superior Clergy needs 
not a ſun beam to point it out. 


In every religious inſtitution or ſociety, there muſt 
be an expence incurred for its-propagation and ſupport, 
and towards which every member of it, who has the 
means in his power, doth or ought to contribute his 
juſt and proportionate ſhare, agreeable to and con- 
ſiſtent with its laws and regulations; and why the 
Church of England ſhould be envied for enjoying 
that priviledge in common with others, its oppoſers 
would do well to conſider. 


May we not here be allowed to trace the motives 
which render men at this day ſo deſirous to ſeparate 
themſelves from the Church, and to imbibe princi- 
ples not only contrary to, but totally ſubverfive of, 

| the 
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the plain and tha ies of Chriſtianity, Has 
ſhe ſubſttuneg dard of falvation? Or 
has ſhe departed hn the evangelical doctrines of 
Chriſt, ſubſtituting ber own in their ſtead? No 
one, I hope, is fo deſtitute; of truth to affirm this. 
Is it then becauſe her members walk unworthily, 
ſlighting the great evangelical Preceptur Man be 
alledged by any as a cauſe of ſeparation; let me intreat 
them to call in the calm voice of reaſon before they 


pronounce the decifive ſentenes and to point out the 


Society where not one of its members walk unworthy 
of their profeſſion, Even in the ſmall circle of the 
twelve diſciples, - where Chriſt himſelf was their living 
example of imitation, there was found a covetous and 


traitorous Judas, an unbelieving Thomas, and a 


denying Peter. Would it not then be unfair to con- 
demn the whole body, for the voluntary and unre- 
ſtrainable acts of a few of its members? Can any ſeR 
or party whatever be accountable for the miſconduct 
of individual members? If that cannot be done, then 
all profeſſors in this reſpect ſtand upon the fame level; 
and this cauſe, for ſeparation, muſt be entirely aban- 
doned. 


It is impoſſible to determine what motives may 
induce ſome people to ſeparate. A vain expectation 
that there exiſts among others a more apoſtolical 
worſhip than in the Church may influence a few ; but 
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we ſhall rot exceed the limits Ag truth and cantſbur in 
pronouncing that, the y Sagzeries are highly 
| favourable te detnooracy ; and n leparation may 
proceed from A natural prüpeuſity to wander aſtray, 
| S wild and reſtleſs ſpirit of innovation, a chimwWical 
| yorion? of. unlepeadence; diſappointment, intereſt, 
fs; = 3 as they pu men forward, and excite 
| tho wk aware hight; of themſelves than they 
/ eught; —— forſake the old paths; in 
order to make themſc ves more conſpicuouſly noticed; 
ar to obtain a more extanlive latitude for diſplaying 
; ſwine giſt or talent which they may fancy themſelves 


6 | poſſeſſed of; or to give a ſcope to that forward 
| temper which had led them to belleve that a ftate of 
/ ſubordination is inconſiſtent with the happineſs of 
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